
Women in Economics in the US

Judy Chevalier

William S Beinecke Professor of Economics and Finance, 

Yale School of Management

Chair, AEA’s Committee on the Status of Women in the Economics 
Profession



info@
cswep.org



25 years of annual surveys- 2020 taking place now
238 economics departments surveyed

100% response rate from 126 PhD-granting 
departments
104/112 non-PhD departments response

No data for business schools, public policy 
schools, schools of education, public health 
schools, etc.

CSWEP Departmental Survey 
Gender Composition of Economics Departments







More Findings
Women are in the minority at every level

Higher the rank, the lower the representation 
of women
In top 20 departments, almost half of women 
on faculty are in non-TT positions











CSWEP ACTIVITIES TO Support the professional 
development of junior And Midcareer Women

CSWEP CeMENT workshops for junior women. 
These two-day intense workshops have 

been shown in an RCT to improve 
publications and probability of tenure. 
Include sessions with intense feedback on 
the mentee’s work.

Both the workshops for junior women in 
doctoral programs and the workshop for 
junior women in non-doctoral programs 
received record applications, were 
expanded in size this year,  and kick off 
right after the ASSA. 

CSWEP ASSA breakfasts for junior women and 
CSWEP ASSA breakfasts for midcareer women.

CSWEP mentoring activities at the four 
regional economic association meetings.

CSWEP Mentoring Workshops



ACTIVITIES TO Support the professional 
development of junior And Midcareer 
Women continued…

CSWEP research paper sessions at the 
ASSA meetings and at the 4 regional 
meetings. (Look out for our calls for 
papers!)

The Elaine Bennett research prize will be 
awarded next year.

Summer fellows program in coordination 
with CSMGEP and the AEA



There are resources on the CSWEP 
website for new economists but also for 
departmental leaders seeking to create a 
more inclusive department.

CSWEP attempts to keep a complete 
running list of non-CSWEP mentoring and 
professional development opportunities

https://www.aeaweb.org/about-
aea/committees/cswep/programs/resources

Professional Development Resources on our Website

https://www.aeaweb.org/about-aea/committees/cswep/programs/resources


Resources to help undergraduate enthusiasm 
in economics


